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Good morning. 
 
I’m pleased to be here, and that we’re having this discussion. 
 
I’d like to make two points. 
 
First, with great respect, trade is becoming a dirty word in America.  
 
Which is so ironic, because the US has been the chief cheer leader for global free trade, since 
the end of the Second World War.  
 
You helped write the rule book. 
 
Your elected representatives preached that free trade was the tide to lift all boats.  
 
And much of the world drank the ‘kool-aid”. 
 
Yet, now that emerging economies are rising, America is turning inward, and taking on a more 
protectionist mantle. 
 
We regret and disagree profoundly with this critical shift. 
 
Canada for one, has felt your sting, on a number of trade fronts important to our national 
economy. 
 
You will also know, that the journey which finally produced the USMCA, was a very bumpy and 
painful one, to say the least. 
 
Despite the challenges, we are pleased that a sprit of compromise prevailed, also because the 
word compromise has become an endangered political species in this town, 
 
Canada regrets that we were unable to keep the energy chapter, which we viewed as a solid 
platform to continue to build upon. 
 
The provisions of interest to the energy sector are now scattered in other sections.  
 
So, I am puzzled as to why we would not have consolidated them in one, coherent place? 
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Most critical for our industry is the maintenance of zero-tariffs on electricity and other energy 
products.  
 
Ensuring zero tariffs was a key ask of Canada’s and the U.S’s electricity sectors —– ‘do no 
harm’. 
 
We also welcomed the side letter containing Canada-U.S. bilateral energy provisions have been 
added to the USMCA text.  
 
One of the provisions notes:  
 
“The Parties shall endeavor to promote North American energy cooperation, including with 
respect to energy security and efficiency, standards, joint analysis, and the development of 
common approaches.” 
 
However, again, I am puzzled why this reference was not a trilateral one? 
 
Secondly, let me do something that is foreign to our DNA as Canadians —— brag! 
 
Canada has been a trusted and reliable energy partner to the United States.  
 
We have long been exporting our oil, gas, and electricity to you, which in the process, has 
contributed mightily to your country’s national energy security.   
 
In fact, Canada signed onto the security of energy supply to the U.S., which was your number 
one energy concern when NAFTA was established back in the early ‘90’s. 
 
México, I might add, did not. 
 
Since then, our relationship has grown. Among other things;   
 

• We are joint custodians of an integrated and reliable electrical grid 
 

• Some 30 US States trade electricity with Canada. 
 
 



 
 

3 
 
 

• Our first cross border transmission line was built in 1909. Today, that number has grown 
to 35, with an additional 7 in various stages of development. 
    

• We have developed institutions like NERC, to produce standards so that we can 
together, better fight the increasing cyber and physical threats. 
 

• And, we help each other in times of need, providing mutual assistance in the aftermath 
of major storms. A huge testimony to our modern-day hero’s —- our lineworkers! 
 

The Canada-US bilateral energy file has worked very well for both nations, and it is emblematic 
of the many rich bonds that have characterized this special relationship for so many years. 
 
In closing, where do we go from here? 
 
It is my hope that we will continue to deepen our bilateral ties, and that we build a strong 
continental energy strategy. 
 
One that would: 
 

• Promote energy security and affordability 
 

• Keep our grid secure 
 

• Reduce regulatory red tape,  
 

• Increase shared Research & Development,  
 

If we do this, we would transform North America into the world’s leading and most competitive 
energy region, which would give our businesses a leg up on the global competition. 
My vision for a stronger and more prosperous North America would be one where we can go 
beyond merely being a North American ‘Free Trade Area’, and instead build a North American 
‘Community’.  
 
A community of shared values and shared aspirations that will benefit all of our peoples. 
 
Thank you. 


