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Introduction 
 

Good morning everyone and thank you Dan for the kind introduction. 
 

It’s a pleasure to be here and join Carlos on this panel. 
 
And a very warm welcome to our Congressional delegation. It’s great to have you 
in Canada and making the time to address issues relating to our continental 
energy strategy. A hugely important file. 

 
Let me briefly touch on 3 matters; 
 
First, in addressing the NAFTA talks, a little bit of bilateral context, if I may. 

 
History has shown that the Canada-U.S. relationship has been one of the world’s 
strongest, closest, and stable of partnerships. It has stood the test of time. But 
we all know that it has come under considerable stress of late; 
 

▪ NAFTA negotiations have been precarious.  
 
▪ Tariffs on Canadian steel and aluminum  

 
▪ Measures against the Canadian aerospace sector 

 
▪ Talk of hitting the Canadian dairy community 

 
▪ Threats of tariffs on the Canadian auto sector.  
 
▪ Misalignment on climate policy 
 
▪ A differing approach to migration and human rights 
 
▪ Tough criticism from your President of our Prime Minister at the recent  

G-7 meeting in Canada 
 

The list is long, and its items are all substantive.  
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Moreover, the relationship between our PM and your President is not emblematic 
of the rich friendship that has characterized our relationship. And that is cause for 
concern. 
 
While there will always be differences between countries and their governments, 
at this point, our overall collective task is to address and discuss these 
differences — openly, honestly, and respectfully, in an effort to shorten this list 
considerably. And be sure, our success or failure in this enterprise will inevitably 
impact the tone and chemistry of the NAFTA talks. 
 
Energy Policy 

 
Second, when it comes to energy policy, again, the bilateral partnership 
has been exemplary.  

 
Over the many years, Canada has been a trusted and reliable partner. Exporting 
our oil, gas, and electricity, over the many years, which has contributed mightily 
to your country’s national energy security. 

 
Canada signed onto the security of energy supply to the US, which was your 
number one energy concern when NAFTA was established back in the early 
‘90’s. Looking specifically at electricity: 

 
▪ We are joint custodians of an integrated and reliable electrical grid 
 
▪ Some 30 US States trade electricity with Canada. 

 
▪ Our first cross border transmission line was built in 1909. Now, 35 

transmission lines travel north-south across the Canada, U.S. border. 
And 7 more are in various stages of development, creating jobs while 
renewing infrastructure.    

 
▪ We have developed institutions like NERC, to keep our shared grid 

reliable and secure from ever evolving cyber and physical threats. 
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▪ And, we help each other in times of need, providing mutual assistance 

in the aftermath of major storms and hurricanes. 

 
Nothing wrong with this picture, is there? 

 
In fact, when our CEA Board visited Washington last year, as we do annually, it 
was four months into the Trump Administration. And in one meeting with senior 
officials from your National Security Council, they told us that while President 
Trump received a huge mandate for change, they felt an “obligation” to brief him 
on the bilateral files that work well and that don’t require any wholesale change. 
And for them, at the top of the list, was our energy cooperation. 
 
Thus, when it comes to dealing with energy in the NAFTA negotiations, our 
bilateral cooperation and experience should only be of positive influence and 
leverage. 
 
Energy & NAFTA   

 
Finally, when it comes to energy negotiations under NAFTA, CEA has 
several priorities; 

 
First up, do no harm.  

 
Of course, one could and should modernize our agreements and protocols, but 
essentially, the energy status quo is working well. So, let us not look to fix 
something that is essentially not broken. 

 
CEA submitted an electricity policy brief to our negotiators before the talks 
began, outlining the main issues, both offensive and defensive. 

 
I then approached my US counterpart, (there’s no current Mexican counterpart) 
the President and CEO of the Edison Electric Institute, Tom Kuhn, with the 
proposal of drafting and signing a joint letter to our respective negotiators, 
outlining our shared principals and concerns.  

 
And I am happy to say that we did that, and did so without any difficulty. 
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The core message is that there is much that unites us, and protecting that 
progress, should be the first order of business 
 
Second, Chapter 6 has worked well, so let’s make sure we retain it. 

 
We can build upon this platform further, whether it’s enhancing investor 
protections, skilled labour mobility, and other issues. 

 
We should also have Mexico sign as a full Party. They are ready now, given their 
significant energy reforms at home, and willing.  

 
Initially, the US seemed determined to remove the Chapter, but they have since 
come around. 

 
Third, we need to develop a North American Energy Strategy, with or without 
NAFTA. A continental strategy that would: 

 
▪ promote energy security and affordability, 

 
▪ reduce regulatory red tape,  

 
▪ increase shared Research & Development,  

 
▪ and transform North America into the world’s leading and most 

competitive energy region, which would give our businesses a leg up on 
the global competition. 

 
Fourth, we must cooperate even more closely in protecting the grid against ever 
increasing cyber threats.  

 
Among the three Amigos, there can be no weak link in our chain. Secure, reliable 
electricity is essential for our way of life. This therefore means that protecting the 
system’s integrity must be a top priority.  

 
Finally, we must support infrastructure renewal through regulatory cooperation.  
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Powering North America’s next phase of economic growth will require massive 
investments in grid infrastructure. CEA would therefore welcome a joint study to 
identify any regulatory, resilience or security misalignment that could be ironed 
out through joint action 
 
In summing up, for me, a vision for a stronger and more prosperous North 
America would be one where we can go beyond merely being a North American 
‘Free Trade Area’, and instead build a North American ‘Community’; a community 
of shared values and shared aspirations that will benefit all of our peoples. 
 
Thanks for your attention, and I look forward to an engaging discussion. 
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ANNEX 
 
LIST OF CONGRESSIONAL PARTICIPANTS TO NAFTA ENERGY 
ROUNDTABLE:  
 

1. Representative Julia Brownley  

2. Representative Bradley Byrne 

3. Representative Earl "Buddy" Carter   

4. Representative Lou Correa 

5. Representative Jim Costa  

6. Representative Ryan Costello  

7. Representative Diane DeGette  

8. Representative Mark DeSaulnier 

9. Representative Dan Donovan 

10. Representative Elizabeth Esty 

11. Representative John Garamendi 

12. Representative Ann McLane Kuster   

13. Representative Doug Lamborn   

14. Representative Rick Larsen  

15. Representative Billy Long  

16. Representative Alan Lowenthal  

17. Representative Nita Lowey 

18. Representative Jerry McNerney  

19. Representative Don Norcross  

20. Representative Bobby Rush   

 
 


