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Good evening, everyone.  

 

Thank you very much, [emcee], for that kind 

introduction.  

 

I’m so pleased to be here tonight. 

 

*pause* 

 

Like the CEA, the Government is focused 

on innovation. 
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And the launch of this centre demonstrates 

how your membership is on the cutting 

edge of how electricity is produced and 

delivered.  

 

Touching most every sector, the Canadian 

electricity industry is unique and important 

part of our innovation ecosystem. 

 

From the development of electricity 

transmission systems, clean energy 

generation and energy sustainability, the 

CEA is contributing meaningfully to our 

energy future. After all, more than 80 
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percent of the electricity your members 

generate is emission free. 

 

In a time when energy demands are 

changing, I applaud the commitment of your 

membership to transformative technologies 

and new industrial approaches.  

 

Thinking differently, after all, is the essence 

of innovation. 

 

*pause* 
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Of course, the Government of Canada is 

strongly committed to supporting you. 

 

We believe science, technology and 

innovation are keys to improving our quality 

of life and addressing our economic, social 

and environmental challenges.   

 

In fact, our Innovation and Skills Plan builds 

on this commitment by investing in research 

and business innovation, including 2.3 

billion dollars for clean tech in Budget 2017. 
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For the record, that’s Canada’s largest ever 

public investment in this field. 

 

We are supporting the development and 

demonstration of new, clean technologies 

through Sustainable Development 

Technology Canada.  

 

We have launched the Clean Growth Hub 

where clean tech companies can get advice 

from our team of experts from across 

government. 
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And through the BDC, we are helping clean 

tech firms scale up and compete globally.  

 

*pause* 

 

As we move forward, the Government of 

Canada will continue to be a strong partner 

in clean tech.  

 

We will continue to invest strategically.  
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And we will continue putting in place the 

programs and policies for your industry to 

succeed.  

 

But we cannot do it alone.  

 

We need committed partners like the 

Canadian Electricity Association.  

 

On behalf of Innovation Minister Navdeep 

Bains, I can tell you we are thankful for your 

collaboration. 
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Together, we will make this country a global 

centre for innovation—one that focuses on 

driving economic growth, creating middle 

class jobs and improving the lives of all 

Canadians. 

 

That’s how we make a better Canada. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


