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Thank you, Devin. 
 
It’s great to see so many familiar and new faces present. Thanks very much, to all of you, for 
attending this evening’s CEA Centre of Excellence Launch. 
 
J’aimerais souligner ma reconnaissance à tous nos membres qui ont contribué au centre 
d’Excellence, pour leur savoir-faire et tout le travail qu’ils ont investis dans l'élaboration de ces 
projets innovateurs de partout au Canada que nous célébrons ce soir. 
 
By way of context, some two years ago this was merely a concept. An abstract idea of wanting 
to share with Canadians, that the electricity industry is not the big ‘ol dinosaur some think it is.  
 
We defined the concept of bringing together ‘cool, innovative’ projects – ones that very few 
Canadians even knew about – let alone understood the impact they were having on their lives. 
 
We took this to CEA’s Board – where it received overwhelming approval and support. 
 
And then, with our members, CEA began to transform the concept into reality. 
 
The CoE, as we’ve come to call it, showcases Canadian cutting-edge development in how 
electricity is produced, delivered and consumed. At the same time, it highlights the 
transformational progress in how electricity yields economic, social and environmental benefits 
for Canadians.  
 
Whether it’s a virtual power plant providing residential customers with the ability to generate 
their own clean energy and augment the grid; or advanced wind and solar; or the world’s first 
commercial-scale post-combustion carbon capture and sequestration unit – all Center of 
Excellence projects are dramatically renewing our industry and positioning it to successfully 
shape and embrace our collective future. And in the process, positively impacting the lives of 
Canadians. 
 
In closing, thanks again for being with us. 
 
It is clear that new technologies, consumer demand, and forces of nature, are both compelling 
and transformative – redefining realities at a dizzying pace.  
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But one thing is certain, tomorrow’s economy will be built on a foundation of cleaner, more 
sustainable growth, driven, in part, by the kind of innovation and ingenuity that define the 
projects showcased this evening.  
 
It’s an exciting time for the electricity industry.  
 
We should therefore not be shy about celebrating our accomplishments. 
 
But we should also be clear-eyed about our challenges.  
 
Above all, if we are to win that future, then we need to stress collaboration.  
 
An inclusive partnership between the private and public sectors.  
 
A partnership that is laser-focused on building a brighter, cleaner and better tomorrow, for all 
Canadians, in all regions of our country.   
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Now I would like to invite our first guest speaker to come up. Please help me welcome 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources, Kim Rudd. 
 
Thank you, Kim. 
 
Before we move on to the recognition award presentation, please help me welcome our last 
guest speaker, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development, David Lametti. 
 

 


