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• Thank you * * * and good afternoon everyone. 

	

• It’s great to be here — on behalf of the Honourable Jim Carr, Canada’s 

Minister of Natural Resources — to celebrate the launch of the Canadian 

Electricity Centre of Excellence. 

	

• Before I get to why this matters, I want to acknowledge that we are on	the	

traditional	territory	of	the	Algonquins.	

	

• This	is	more	than	a	formality	because	we’re	not	just	acknowledging	a	

territory,	we’re	acknowledging	a	value.		

	

• The	value	of	having	inherited	the	land,	the	air,	and	the	water	—	and	our	

obligation	to	preserve	them	for	future	generations.	

	

• That	perspective	has	inspired	our	Government’s	vision	for	Canada	in	

this	clean-growth	century.	

	

• And	it	goes	to	the	heart	of	the	Canadian	Electricity	Association’s	own	

impressive	history	of	leadership	and	results. 
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• Members of the C-E-A were pursuing the opportunities of a sustainable 

future long before our changing climate became one of the most pressing 

challenges of our generation. 

	

• That’s why Canada already enjoys one of the cleanest electricity mixes in 

the world. 

	

• Eighty-one percent of our electricity comes from non-emitting sources and 

the clean-energy share is growing, through your investments in renewable 

sources.  

 
• Electric utilities have a major role to play in the transition toward the energy 

system of the future — a future that is likely to be based on electrifying new 

sectors of the economy to achieve deep reductions in carbon emissions. 

 
• The challenge will be to achieve this in a way that balances these aspirations 

with the need to maintain the affordability and reliability of the electric 

system.   

 
• Innovation has a key role to play in this regard. 

 
• As you know, our Government has recently launched a number of programs 

for investing in green infrastructure in the electricity sector — including 

emerging renewables, smart grids, electric vehicles and clean energy in rural 

and remote communities. 
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• Like you, we want to see good projects go ahead, which is why we 

announced today that we have agreed to purchase the Trans Mountain 

pipeline. To ensure its expansion goes ahead. And to ensure Canada remains 

a place to invest and do business. 

 

• It’s also why we introduced Bill C-69 as a modern, new approach to the way 

resource projects are considered and reviewed. 

 

• And why we listened to industry and supported legislative amendments to 

make this bill even stronger, including: 

 
o Improving the transition provisions to clarify that projects entering into 

the system under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act of 2012, 

would continue under that legislation, with an ability to opt into the new 

system.   

o Reducing legislative timelines to 300 days for integrated panel reviews, 

with a possibility to extend to 600 days, making it more efficient to do 

business under this new process.  

o Clarifying that no project will have to return to the starting gate. 

 

• The message is clear: together, we can make Canada a global leader in the 

transition to a low-carbon economy. 

 

• Which brings me to why your new Centre of Excellence is important: 

because it honours your industry’s innovators and dreamers; it highlights 

their ingenuity and determination; and it will inspire future leaders to follow 
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in their footsteps. 

	

• On behalf of Minister Carr and our Government, I want to congratulate all of 

the CEA members who are being recognized tonight.  

 
 

• Through your efforts — your passion and imagination — you have made a 

real and lasting difference. And you are helping to create an even cleaner 

and better future, for generations to come.  

 

• That’s something truly worth celebrating.  

 
• Congratulations and thank you. 


