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Thank you, Wes.  
 
And good afternoon everyone. It’s a real pleasure to be with you.  
 
I have the pleasure of moderating this panel, which deals with the opportunities and 
challenges that lie ahead for renewable electricity, in securing a low carbon future for 
Canada. 
 
We have 4 panelists……  
 

• Patricia Phillips, Executive Director of Energy Storage Canada 

• Elisa Obermann, Executive Director of Marine Renewables Canada   

• Robert Hornung, President of the Canadian Wind Energy Association 

• And the Solar Grand Pubba, conference host John Gorman, President and 
CEO of the Canadian Solar Industries Association.  

 
Before they offer us their views, I was asked to set the context for this discussion. And I 
always do as I’m told. 
 
A few weeks ago, Minister Jim Carr told our CEA Board Event that electricity will soon 
power entire new sectors of our economy, driving growth, dramatically enhancing our 
environmental performance and creating new opportunities.  
 
I agree with him. 
 
Electricity has been called “the great enabler” of modern society.  
 
From the traffic lights that guided your commute here, electricity is central to our lives, to 
our national economy, and to the quality of life we have grown accustomed to.  
But this great enabler is going through profound changes.  
 
For decades, Canada’s electricity system had stayed pretty much the same:  
 

- electricity was generated at power stations 
- transmitted over high voltage lines 
- and then “stepped down”, so that it could be safely distributed  

 
Then, somebody would regularly come out to read your meter, and you’d then get a bill 
in the mail.  
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For most of us, the only interaction we had with our utility was to dispute a bill, or report 
an outage. Neither one of which were pleasant experiences. 
Today, that model has gone the way of home milk delivery. 
 
The new reality is driven by innovation and new customer expectations.  
 
New technologies are allowing people to manage how they use energy in ways that 
were unimaginable even a few years ago.  
 
Transforming Canadians from passive consumers to engaged partners in the electricity 
system. And with this changing relationship, comes a wider set of individual and societal 
expectations. 
 
Beyond simply delivering electricity, Canadians now demand that utilities also reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, strengthen overall resiliency, and give them additional tools 
and options, so as to permit them to better manage their consumption.  
 
And they all want this done on the cheap! 
 
The truth of the matter is that these so-called new ‘bells and whistles’ are not cheap.  
 
Additionally, from the business viability perspective, governments also need to keep 
competitiveness in mind.  
 
Not an easy feat to balance all of this. 
  
But this is the backdrop of our discussion today, an electricity system undergoing 
transformative and complexed change.  
 
The end game of course, is to successfully navigate our country – and our planet, for 
that matter -- towards a cleaner and greener future.  
 
Because there is no other viable option. 
 
Therefore, the critical strategic decisions are: 
 

- how do we navigate?  
- and how quickly do we do so?  

 
And of course, underlying these overarching questions, are a host of other factors that 
require discussion and decisions. 
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I will just mention two. 
 
In October, we heard from the NEB that their most recent ‘Canada’s Energy Future’ 
report includes competing scenarios of 13 to 43 TWhs of solar electricity. That’s quite 
the gap, because from our present 3, going to 13 would represent a big change. Going 
to 43 would be a massive change. 
 
This serves to demonstrate the level of uncertainty confronting policy-makers, 
regulators and investors.  
 
We will need to transition quickly to a position of clarity and certainty, if we are to deal 
effectively with the many moving parts, including: 

-  smarter grids;  
- an electrification strategy;  
- two-way transmissions that allows customers to both buy and sell electricity,  
- energy storage;  
- and changes to wholesale markets and pricing.  

 
This represents the ‘poetry’ side of the challenge. 
 
Another matter is the actual role of governments – the ‘plumbing’ side of the equation.  
 
Prime Minister Trudeau has developed an ambitious agenda for Canada’s electricity 
sector, in relation to achieving the goal of 90% non-emitting electricity by 2030.  
 
Yet, he does not have the full jurisdiction to implement it.  
 
So, how will our two levels of government work together, towards ensuring a clear, long 
term, stable, and predictable policy framework?  
 
And then, how do they build and sustain a pan-Canadian consensus, en route to 
achieving these ambitious targets and avoiding the policy zig-zags that would undercut 
success in what will be a long game? 
 
All the while ensuring that their policies are fully transparent, so that citizens understand 
the plans and the associated costs. 
 
Clearly, there is much to consider --- and our panel has about an hour to figure it all out!  
But that’s why we chose a big panel of experts. 
 
In order to best manage the limited time we have, panelists have agreed to focus on just 
one or two of these questions, in giving us their perspectives. 
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And then we will move to an informed discussion, which will include your questions.  
 
So, let’s start with…… 

 
 
QUESTIONS 

 
1. On the issue of uncertainties, what is the biggest one in your mind? 

 
2. What is the biggest positive? Or certainty, if you will? 

 
3. What are the government successes to point to? Perhaps the single most 

important measure? 
 

4. If you were PM, what would you do differently with the strategies and 
programs they have rolled out? 
 

5. How worried or confident are you with the project target timelines? 
 

6. And what about public opinion? Are they there for the long haul? 

 

 

 

 

 


