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Introduction 
 
Thank you, Gerry, for the kind introduction, and for the invitation to address the NERC Board. 
And thank you to you and to your team for the excellent work that you do. To all of you from 
afar, especially our American friends, welcome to Canada’s capital city. It’s great to have 
everyone here where this year Canada is celebrating its 150th birthday. I hope you are able to 
stick around for a few days to see the sights. 
 
North American Electricity Integration 
 
Such milestones are good opportunities to celebrate our past, as well as to cast our gaze to the 
future. CEA also recently celebrated an anniversary. Last year was our 125th anniversary as a 
national trade association. Incremental progress, while it may seem slow at times, really adds 
up over the years. The first cross-border transmission line was commissioned back in 1909.  
 
Today, more than 35 electric transmission lines cross the border between Canada and the U.S., 
with more under various stages of development. Since that first line was put into place, we 
have built a strong electricity partnership. A partnership marked by cooperation on everything 
from reliability and resilience, to security and mutual assistance, to innovation and clean 
energy. This rich cooperation and trade provides vast economic, social, and environmental 
benefits on both sides of the border, and has resulted in a flexible, reliable and secure grid. And 
now, these bilateral benefits are set to be extended on a truly continental basis as our Mexican 
friends look to further integrate into the North American grid, as they pursue major energy 
reforms at home. 
 
Protecting What Works 
 
As policy makers from all three countries now think about modernizing our continental trading 
relationship, it’s equally critical for us to protect what works, as I mentioned yesterday. And it is 
clear that the North American electricity relationship works well. This is something that we 
have heard here in Canada, from policy makers of all stripes during our annual CEA member 
delegation visits to Washington D.C., and from our partners in Mexico as well. 
 
NERC 
 
And in this regard, NERC has played, and continues to play a crucial role. So please know that 
CEA, and CEA members, are big NERC supporters. We find value in participating to NERC 
forums, and we appreciate the work that you do. 
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Next Steps 
 
We recognize that the realities of the dynamic electricity environment today, and the 
unknowns of the future, brings both challenges and opportunities. And that our increasingly 
integrated grid, and the borderless nature of these challenges and opportunities, means that 
success will require an “all-hands-on deck” approach. 

 
For example, ensuring the security of our grid in the face of evolving cyber threats will continue 
to be a top of mind issue for everyone --- from CEOs, to grid operators, to policy makers, to 
regulators, and to the customers we serve --- and addressing this challenge will require 
continuous vigilance. In fact, when NAFTA was first adopted almost 25 years ago, there was 
much focus on energy security. 
 
Today, on the eve of renegotiation of the Agreement, I would say that after achieving that 
objective, the concern has shifted to infrastructure security. And I do believe there is room left 
to up our game even further on this front. The Trump Administration and their Energy Secretary 
are focused on this matter, as is our Canadian Government, and our Minister of Energy, Jim 
Carr. We should grab and leverage this opportunity.  
 
We also know that advancements in electricity technology, and changes in the way we 
generate, transmit and distribute electricity, will require new thinking about how we can make 
our grid even more reliable, flexible, and resilient. 

 
In short, we must continuously ask ourselves how we can better serve the businesses and 
communities that use our product to power every facet of their daily lives. 
 
In support of this critical mission, NERC must continue to serve as a forum to forge deeper 
partnerships, rich discourse and for sound decision making based on expertise and science, and 
not political whim. I encourage NERC to continue to draw clear linkages between strategic 
priorities, relative risks, and program spending. And to strive for excellence in long-term 
planning and budgetary efficiency.  
 
Mexican Integration 
 
Now, we know that NERC is not the Canada-U.S. Electric Reliability Corporation, but the North 
American one. Which is why we are encouraged to see Mexico take steps to more fully join the 
NERC family, with the signing of the NERC/Mexico MOU in March 2017. We applaud Mexico’s 
continued integration into the NERC structure, and we would encourage this to continue in a 
robust way.  
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In fact, to practice what I speak of, CEA recently signed its own MOU with its sister organization 
in Mexico, the Asociación Mexicana de Energía (AME), so that we too can be continental in our 
approach.  

 
Together with AME, we have committed to collaborating to pursue increased integration of the 
North American energy system across a variety of areas. In fact, I and a delegation of CEA 
members will be meeting with AME in Santa Fe, Mexico in September. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In closing, the North American electricity partnership is one of critical importance to our 
societies. It directly impacts the competitiveness of our economies, and the standard of living of 
our respective citizens. We must continue to address the challenges that confront us with 
purpose and unity. In other words, finding the determination to enact the right policy options 
and recognizing that our energy goals are shared ones, based on increasingly shared values and 
aspirations. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to speak. 


